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CAROL’S FOURTH YEAR 


DOROTHY MUIR BOWMAN 


that “all the powers that be” 
have been working close co-operation 
make possible the progress that evidenced 
Carol’s fourth year. Carol’s development 
from the inert deaf-blind baby, born 
Thanksgiving Day four years ago, the 
happy and active little girl with partial sight 
and awareness some sounds has been very 
gradual. There has been nothing spectacular 
her achievements; yet, day-by-day routine, 
with few new experiences each day, has 
brought about satisfying results. Carol more 
than justifies any effort have expended 
her behalf. have many, many years 


April, 1945, Outlook for the Blind published 
article entitled First Three Years.” This article, 
written Mrs. Dorothy Muir Bowman, Carol’s mother, 
attracted nationwide attention. the belief that its 
readers would like know how Carol has fared the 
past year, the Outlook prevailed upon Mrs. Bowman 
provide such account, and presented herewith. 
Mrs. Bowman, whose home Newmarket, Ontario, 
Canada, trained teacher deaf-blind children, and 
was inspired study this field the plight her 
own 


daily living ahead us; but while anticipat- 
ing the future and profiting the past, 
will continue living the present day the 
that today only possible 
because yesterday’s experiences, and will 
its turn influence tomorrow’s achievements. 


Beginning the Fourth Year 


Carol’s fourth year began with her first real 
party, celebrating her third birthday anniver- 
sary. Carol sat the head long festive 
table with eight other girls and boys. Al- 
though the other children knew about birth- 
day parties, none was more excited, and 
none enjoyed the ice-cream and cake more 
than Carol. 

that time were residence Berke- 
ley, California, miles and miles from our 
home Newmarket, Ontario, Canada. Our 
residence” comprised room our own 
with kitchen and bath privileges shared 
three other families the same home. While 
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was bemoaning the fact that had left 
the handy arrangement and privacy our 
own home and gone locality where the 
housing situation was acute, where nursery 
schools were too overcrowded with ordinary 
children admit special child such Carol, 
where the change climatic conditions caused 
Carol have series colds and 
develop sinus infection etc., etc., the very 
understanding grandmother whose home 
were staying offered some choice words 
wisdom from her past experience. 
did what you thought was the right thing 
the time you made your decision, 
didn’t you? Then you should have regrets.” 
From that time I’ve abided the decisions 
made without being haunted “what 
might have been.” Besides, things seem 
turn out for the best. can find more good 
than bad almost every situation as- 
sume constructive mental attitude. was 
probably very good thing for Carol and 
separated for few hours every 
school day—hours when she was more “on 
her own” while was absorbed teaching 
other deaf-blind children and studying their 
potentialities under the able guidance Miss 
Inis Hall the California State School for 
the Blind. Carol did lose the few speech 
sounds she had learned, but gained learn- 
ing play contentedly alone with her toys 
and happy without “mama” for hours 
time. 


Family United 


Carol’s father flew from our Canadian home 
spend the month December with 
California. was Carol’s nursemaid for 
two during which time she charmed 
him into waiting her and thoroughly 
convinced him she could neither walk 
down stairs but was accustomed being 
carried both ways. (Now Carol enjoys racing 
and down stairs holding with both hands 
the rail.) 

During the School’s Christmas holidays, 


had cottage Santa Cruz, and spent 
the days taking sightseeing tours bus, in- 
cluding trips the Big Trees, Monterey, 
Carmel, and Pacific Grove. After one night 
the cottage, Carol considered home, and 
babbled happily when 
after each day’s trip. She would directly 
the piano for music lesson. During her 
first three years, music was made part 
Carol’s daily program. This 
throughout her fourth year, the only differ- 
ence being that now Carol herself chose the 
time for her music. Whereas have always 
had think about accent music, Carol 
seems have natural sense rhythm. 
Now, with her rocking knees while 
play the piano, don’t have think about 
keeping time—she leads that respect. 
Carol graduated herself from the Mother 
Goose pieces selections with more musical 
variety and interest. “Welcome, Sweet Spring- 
Time,” “Three Little Kittens,” “The Spider 
and the Fly,” and “Oh! Dear! What Can the 
Matter Be?” register high her favor 
this time. 


Special Trips 


Carol and continued take little trips 


week ends when the holidays were over 


and Carol’s father had returned Canada. 
Many happy outings—despite gas rationing— 
were the nature week-end picnics. 
one these occasions, Carol discovered she 
could keep little dog from molesting her 
simply raising her hand suddenly. 

Another time Carol found bolt, and 
showed where belonged her cart- 
handle. That particular cart was always los- 
ing bolts and screws. was one those 
squeaky, all-wood Victory models, and our 
second trip with it, the whole rear end 
fell off—an accident that left Carol sitting 
the streetcar tracks. She used hold tight 
after that, she thought she might have 
been some way responsible for the break- 
down. 
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Carol had many new experiences the Satur- 
day went group San Francisco 
Golden Gate Amusement Park. first, she 
cried about every new event, but she learned 
enjoy everything before finished with 
—except the spiral slide, which tried just 
once. The swings, the merry-go-round, train 
rides, rides live pony, and even sitting 
ostrich just have picture taken—all 
proved fun after the newness passed. 

Good Friday (1945) Carol took her 
first airplane trip—a round trip Sacramento, 
California. were all dressed our 
new Easter outfits for one the most un- 
eventful adventures our experience. can 
honestly say that Carol appreciated the trip 
limousine and from the airport much 
more than the flight itself. She just sat 
lap turning the pages some pamphlets dur- 
ing the entire trip. The stewardess commented 
that most children Carol’s age were disturbed 
the altitude, and held their ears, cried. 
Evidently Carol’s ears didn’t pop like those 
the rest us, she would have given 
some indication. 


Parental Doubts and Inhibitions 


After Carol was three, seemed advisable 
concentrate her walking—though she 
could only balance few steps without falling. 
The belief that what were doing for 
Carol was what would make the best life for 
her, had been giving courage all along the 
way. Then began doubt the wisdom 
attempting fit her for place among seeing 
and hearing people. not too difficult 
the things which you believe and 
oblivious what others think. However, 
when you entertain doubts whether you 
are doing what best—then public opinion 
can have almost overpowering influence. 
During this fourth year Carol’s life, doubts 
what was best for her arose. Instead 
trying adjust her our world places and 
people, perhaps would best confine 
her activities places where she was known, 


and limit her associations adults who could 
treat her normally, and children who would 
accept her equal. 

took more courage than possessed 
walk with Carol the street. Because Carol 
couldn’t walk alone, and definitely staggered 
when walking her harness even when 
held the hand, people stared us. didn’t 
know what they were thinking, but 
imagined the worst, and was miserable be- 
cause couldn’t take even short walk 
outside without making spectacle our- 
selves. was thankful that Carol couldn’t see 
the pitying looks ugly stares. How could 
she ever approach the semblance normal 
individual, emotionally socially, if, because 
her physical handicaps, she al- 
lowed the freedom near-normal experiences 
and associations? 


Relief from Inhibitions 


One Sunday afternoon were taking 
walk through University Park. Carol was 
pushing forward and hanging usual 
her harness. It’s all one person can 
guide her and keep her her feet when she 
harness walking the hand. An- 
other mother and her three-year-old daughter 
approached us. The little girl started follow 
us, instantly watching Carol, who was plung- 
ing ahead, oblivious the passerby. The little 
girl’s mother called her twice, then came after 
her, jerking her away from us, saying, “Jean 
Ann, come with mother!” 

that moment was surprised hear 
voice asking, audibly, the question that had 
been mind for weeks: you 
think the spectacle are making?” 

The lady was very fair; she told exactly 
what she thought uncertain terms. “If 
that were Jean Ann, wouldn’t wait till 
got home punish her. Jean Ann were 
naughty, spank her the spot and make 
her walk every step the way without any 
help from 

calmness suddenly engulfed with the 
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realization that the lady thought Carol was 
acting naughty—such absurd thought. 
When had stopped speak the lady, 
Carol had grabbed skirt and was waiting 
for the next move. was glad Carol couldn’t 
hear the lady call her naughty. have 
never had any occasion punish Carol. She 
does some things she shouldn’t, but that’s 
because she hasn’t learned what acceptable 
behavior every instance. It’s our responsi- 
bility teach her helping her learn for 
herself through presenting experiences with 
appropriate consequences. 

After the lady finished her tirade, briefly 
but cheerily thanked her, took Carol 
arms, and decided carry her all the way 
home—actually less exertion for both us, 
although Carol wasn’t complaining about the 
harness method conveyance. The lady was 
puzzled, and instead going her way, satis- 
fied, was preparing mine, she asked, 
she your child?” 

For the next half hour sat and talked 
friends park bench while our little girls 
amused themselves friends. Jean Ann let 
Carol play with her fingers and her pigtails 
for long time; then she would run away and 
bring back leaf, stick, blade grass, 


stone for Carol examine; handfuls 


dirt were disqualified! 

Since that incident, what people the 
street think about hasn’t bothered 
great deal, because believe that they, too, 
would friendly and understanding they 
grasped the situation. 


Needless Worry 


seem worry most about the things 
that never happen, and are suddenly obliged 
grapple with something entirely unex- 
pected. thinking especially the dreaded 
five-day train trips and from Berkeley. 
the trip California, there was group 
very congenial sailors our car. They took 
turns amusing themselves playing with Carol 
while went the diner for meals. was 


easy transport food Carol and feed her 
from jars our seat the rest room. 
Once, while was leisurely eating during 
train stop, group Carol’s escorts took her 
outside and let her play with dog—and 
chocolate bar—on the station platform. When 
next saw Carol, wondered the two large 
dirty marks her dress. contrast, her 
face, hands, and knees looked unusually clean. 
The truth was that she had looked 
sentable after her adventure the station 
platform that two the young fathers had 
given her bath the men’s washroom be- 
fore returning her me! 

The return trip was especially dreaded 
cause Carol wasn’t feeling well; she had 
cold which was bothering her ears. She would 
want quietly amused the entire 
trip, never giving chance stand 
line meal time. had enough food 
last Carol two days; after that, what? Carol 
has feeling right accept new foods, 
even familiar foods prepared different 
manner. What actually happened was that 
Carol wanted sleep practically all the time, 
and ate sparingly that her food lasted until 
reached Chicago. Never was trip 
child less nuisance. However, 
appreciative that fact that time. Besides, 
being sympathetically concerned over 
congested ears, worried because she wouldn't 


“show off” advantage before friends 


were meet Chicago. Her potentialities 
would remain latent this state listless 
indolence. Fortunately for all concerned, the 
night before reached Chicago, ears 
cleared and morning she was unusually 
active. All fears were definitely unneces- 
sary. She “showed off” her usual pace, and 
was very proud her conduct. This was 
very important day. Two our friends, Miss 
Rebecca Mack, and her companion, Cin- 
cinnati, and two their friends, Dr. and 
Mrs. Gault Evanston, had all been closely 
connected with the education some older 
deaf-blind children, and they were enthusias- 
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CAROL’S FOURTH YEAR 


tic about Carol’s natural behavior. Carol ate 
good dinner, then amused herself investigat- 
ing the walls, doors, and furniture while 
enjoyed our dinner. 

that period Carol’s development, she 
was getting around foot means 
pushing light-weight chair about the house; 
so, when she found such chair the hotel 
room, she was delighted, and pushed and 
pulled her discovery here and there, manipu- 
lating through some tight places after many 
busy attempts. After hours active play, she 
began sinking the floor from sheer ex- 
haustion, but she wouldn’t lie the bed for 
two seconds. She did rest for short time 
Dr. Gault’s lap while talked; the vibrations 
from his deep and vibrant voice pleased her, 
and made her laugh with delight. Finally, one 
Carol’s new friends hypnotized her 
singing her, and child fell into sound 
sleep. 

Carol has never functioned normally 
strange bathroom; everyone was kindly con- 
cerned about her that day, and was nervous 
case she would disgrace us. However, she 
simply waited till evening when were 
again the train, which had become home 
her this time. 


Home and Hospital 


Carol’s father met Toronto. can’t 
certain that Carol recognized him the 
man who lived with during the Christmas 
holidays—six months previous. any event, 
she accepted his open arms, and continues 
approve them. The relatives Toronto 
with whom had breakfast before con- 
tinuing Newmarket, were surprised see 
little girl place the baby they had last 
seen over nine months before. Carol’s actions 
showed clearly that she had outgrown the 
continuous program cuddling each time 
she freed herself from someone’s arms and 
started investigation tour her own. 

took both Carol and several days 


adjust our own home. For the first three 
days, Carol just tagged around the house. 
Finally the trunk containing her 
toys arrived. The freight charges that 
trunk represent the best value ever re- 
ceived for money expended. Carol was thrilled 
with her old toys—especially the swinging 
horse, which she learned master completely 
alone after long six months coaching. 
first, the horse had frightened her because 
moved every time she touched it. Now she 
mounts and dismounts like veteran, and 
swings hard that she moves the standard 
off the floor and comes down with thud- 
thud; the harder she lands the louder she 
laughs. Riding that horse the one thing 
Carol can better and faster than other 
children who try for the first time. She 
senses her skill this, and has held 
back give other children turn—after 
which she rides her fastest, with very su- 
perior and possessive air. Fortunately, her 
manner doesn’t register with the little friends, 
who prefer play with her other vehicles, 
anyway. 

One the first things did after return- 
ing home was arrange for tonsilectomy 
for Carol. Her tonsils were diseased, and she 
was troubled with frequent colds which al- 
ways affected her ears. subject three- 
pitalization without giving any explanation 
didn’t seem fair but had choice the 
matter. our relief, Carol was very happy 
with the new adventure, and even liked the 
hospital crib, which had animals carved 
it—different from her own plain-spoked crib. 
She liked all the different nurses, and they 
thought she was very good, because she was 
friendly and wasn’t cry baby. After the 
operation was only matter few days 
until Carol was lively ever, and 
couldn’t help thinking how much easier little 
operations are for young patients who don’t 
know fear. 
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Various Stages 


hasn’t been difficult keep records 
the various stages progress Carol’s fourth 
year. She has averaged more than one dis- 
tinct stage week, which few compared 
with any ordinary child, who moves faster 
than possible record. have really 
been trying encourage Carol some her 
childish manoeuvers. seems advisable 
ignore the undesirable manoeuvers rather than 
try suppress them and thus make issue 
them, which are tempted before 
recognize them passing stage. 
have found that stage passes more quickly 
minimum attention paid it. 

It’s easy enough say “simply ignore un- 
desirable stages,” but quite something else 
times just that. the instance 
Carol’s scratching and pinching, should 
have ignored but failed so. When she 
happened upon that little pastime, she had 
evil intentions, but the results delighted 
her; obviously she felt the power her little 
fingers, and felt herself the master the situ- 
ation. She thoroughly enjoyed the reactions 
people resulting from her sudden little 
pinches and more vigorous scratches. She 


quickly stopped these pranks with those 


who ceased moved them. However, 
each new person was fresh target, and 
had solicit the co-operation everyone 
with whom she came contact. The idea 
giving pinch for pinch and scratch for 
scratch didn’t work with Carol. When tried 
that method correction, she evidently 
thought was playing new game; when 
decided ignore her, she took hand and 
put her hand for pinch her. She 
must have thought didn’t understand, for 
she proceeded pinch hand again, and 
then pinched her own. left that. 
was amused had change the subject. 
Switching and off lights; wanting 
lifted reach ceilings; opening and closing 
doors and drawers; swinging the shower- 


rod; removing magazines and papers from 
rack; unrolling toilet paper; tearing paper into 
tiny bits; climbing into cupboards lie 
shelves; walking circles around anything and 
anyone she could cling for support; crawl- 
ing around smaller objects, such small 
rugs, toys, piece paper, even the sun’s 
reflection the floor; fingering around the 
edges papers, magazines, and bed coverings; 
putting things the floor for the pleasure 
picking them up; removing paper covers from 
books; rearranging flowers vases; using 
the handiest piece cloth for handkerchief 
(especially fond ladies’ skirts and men’s 
collars); playing dry bathtub; removing 
towels from racks, and hopping from rack 
rack; fingering the glass pictures, mirrors 
and windows; wiping walls, windows, mir- 
rors, etc. with damp washcloth; falling for 
fun—all were passing stages. 


the present time Carol’s greatest joy 
stand doorway and see how long she 
can keep her balance before she has grasp 
the doorframe for support. She complicates 
this quickly clapping her hands while she 
standing alone for few seconds. 
knowledge, she has never completed the 
third clap before having grab for support. 
Carol certainly enjoying her new game and 
certainly looks exciting. Before she tires 
it, she laughing too hard play it. 


Aids Walking 


Carol has had variety gadgets help 
her walk, and give her better control 
her legs. the beginning, pair walking 
skis helped most. They had her own shoes 
nailed them and were attached bands 
rubber keep her feet line. There were 
poles fastened the front the skis. The 
idea was for Carol help her feet move 
means moving the poles with her hands. 
Actually, she never did this alone, but 
with help she had some very busy ski walks, 
and when left alone learned stand without 
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falling. Carol has slide the veranda, but 
she won’t venture climb its nine steps un- 
less someone with her. She has rocking 
horse, and bouncing horse, besides her fa- 
vorite swinging model. Her tricycle little 
large for her, but there are blocks the 
pedals, which are attached straps that slip 
through her sandals keep her feet place. 
Carol doesn’t ride alone, but enjoys being 
pulled means strap attached the 
handle bars. It’s question who gets the 
most exercise! 

With revised baby-walker, Carol 
her own all over the house. Her father took 
out the seat, took off the top circle, inserted 
upright pieces, and then replaced the top 
round. works beautifully, and Carol can 
stand upright while she pushes and pulls 
her support walking. The walker gives 
her practice walking forward, whereas she 
had walk sideways when holding furni- 
ture and 

Carol’s father has spent much time 
week ends home building wood many 
those “maybe-this-would-work” 
Lately, Carol has been enjoying enlarged 
kiddie-car. She doesn’t sit except get 
pushed, but uses walker, often using 
just one hand steer and support her- 
self the same time. 

Just now Carol’s room under construc- 
tion. six-foot square corner her room 
process becoming playhouse. Already, 
has window that works, door, and 
light switch and off. Carol getting 
used the new quarters. Her cupboard 
toys inside the playhouse, and she doesn’t 
hesitate under the roof after them. She 
has certainly been testing the uprights that 
support the roof and fascinated with the 
hinged window. Everything handy for her 
reach and this should incentive for 
her keep her feet. Besides, what with 
the toy cupboard, the doll bed, the table and 
three chairs, there’s hardly enough room 
fall. are hoping will all have much 


fun with the finished project have had 
thus far with the building it. 

Because Carol’s imperfect balance, she 
has had cling something for support all 
her four years. Until recently she had had 
only few falls because she never forgets 
hold on; even the time both feet flew out from 
under her the top the stairs, she hung 
tightly the rails with both hands until she 
was rescued. 

About two months ago spent consider- 
able time just falling for fun during walking 
lessons. first looked that practice 
were mistake. Carol preferred falling 
walking, and she was getting some terrible 
bumps, too. However, the falling-intentionally 
stage passed, and Carol now loosens her grip 
supports, and actually lets cross 
doorways. Sometimes she simply barges into 
space, but usually falls before she contacts 
object. Then she claps her hands and crawls 
something someone who will help her 
her feet. Immediately, she barges forth again, 
certannly has fear falling any 
more. 


Displaying Initiative 

Whenever Carol shows signs initiative, 
are especially proud parents. She has 
way making her wants known leading 
people where she wants go. She surprised 
group one day when she led one 
the visitors her room and opened her 
clothes cupboard display some new dresses. 
Carol strictly feminine her delight with 
new clothes. The different textures must in- 
terest her appealing her developing 
tactile sense. Carol responds flattery, and 
holds very still while ribbon being tied 
her curls. She proud her curls, and 
smiles when they get pats and caresses from 
admirer often six times day. 

The only place Carol won’t lead 
the bathroom. take her certain intervals 
because she hasn’t shown any signs assum- 
ing the responsibility. Two years ago, she 
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would twist her skirt indication but the 
gesture was slight that went unnoticed 
too often dependable. Just recently she 
has come few times just about the 
time was scheduled take her, she may 
getting the idea. Traveling, and changes 
environment have interfered with progress 
along this line. 

Carol learning have more patience 
with when make wrong guesses con- 
cerning what she wants. she can’t find what 
she wants herself, she leads the place 
was when last she had it. She won’t give 
trying until she convinced that what she 
wants gone. She careful put her own 
toys her cupboard, and never interfere 
with things there; but transportable equip- 
ment, such clotheshorse, vacuum sweeper, 
and mop, that are usually the closets, and 
visitors’ belongings, such galoshes, hats, 
and canes, not remain stationary. 

Carol likes everything its place, fact 
that she ably demonstrated before news re- 
porter and his photographer who were mainly 
interested background for picture. Carol 
insisted that the furniture returned its 
original position soon she discovered 
the change. Next day, however, she wanted 
spend moving furniture. She hadn’t 
till then that was possible move some 
the larger and heavier pieces. That was 
exhausting day. Carol used object 
moving corner floor lamp better illumi- 
nate desk dull days. Now, she dis- 
covers the typewriter the desk, she insists 
that move the lamp from the corner, whether 
the day bright dull. 

Carol makes the rest practically slaves 
her routine. Once while was answering 
the phone, Carol let the water out her tub 
and went dripping the hall her nudity 
her room where she was discovered the 
process climbing into bed. 

Carol’s routine includes some free time 
the privacy her own room. After lunch, she 
has ride her swinging horse, then climbs 


into bed for rest, after which she plays alone 
with her toys before she comes for her 
music lesson. This same procedure takes place 
regularly, know what she doing with- 
out disturbing her coveted privacy. the 
day she became the artist, everything sounded 
very much usual from the next room. What 
didn’t know was that she could reach the 
jars her highboy standing chair 
and stretching. Neither did know that she 
could unscrew the lid jar. She had done 
both, and what thorough finger-painting 
demonstration she gave with zinc ointment 
the medium. wish could have seen her 
work her bed, the broadloom, her 
toy cabinet, and the walls. course 
would have spoiled her fun had interfered 
with her certainly would have been 
obliged interfere had known. soon 
heard her her horse, went her— 
she seemed very satisfied with the complete re- 
decorating job she had done, and had put the 
half-emptied jar into her cupboard—for future 
use, suppose. Fortunately Carol never puts 
strange mixtures into her mouth. Parents are 
careless times that it’s wonder any 
child reaches maturity. 


Overnight Cruise and Summer Holidays 


The night three took Carol over- 
night cruise Muskoka Lakes, she 
stay bed, but went examination tour 
the cabin. The fact that the lights were off 
made difference her, and the rest 
fell asleep while she meandered. the morn- 
ing, Carol was curled her bed sound 
asleep—evidently having satisfied herself that 
everything was all right. least she voiced 
audible complaint, and many others 
would have been aroused from slumber. 
ing the day, Carol behaved splendidly her 
new environment, and enjoyed promenading 
the inner deck and the upper deck, and 
thought eating lap the dining room 
special treat. anxiety previous the trip 
concerning what her behavior might was 


q 


spo 
sur 
eve 
the 
toc 
d 
ral 


CAROL’S FOURTH YEAR 


unwarranted, and might easily have been re- 
sponsible for the little mal mer which con- 
fined the cabin for few hours between 
meals. 

the trip car Muskoka spend 
summer holiday two weeks, the swinging 
horse rode just behind our heads. Carol didn’t 
know why she couldn’t ride route, but 
eventually contented herself that point, and 
then kept turning around touch her pet 
assure herself that was coming along, 
too. long her swinging horse with her, 
Carol feels perfectly home wherever go. 

Muskoka, lived cabin, and had 
meals the hotel, which was happy ar- 
rangement for us. Carol did prevail upon 
feed her—a habit hers whenever visit. 
was infinitely easier that than have 
scene. compromised the extent that 
after fed her the main course, she was agree- 
able eating dessert without any assistance. 

There something about large expanse 
water that causes Carol skeptical and 
cautious. Perhaps she feels, smells, dif- 
ference the atmosphere air pressure. 
wonder just what does bother her. 


Behavior: Results Partial Sight 


Carol’s partial sight one eye has devel- 
oped the extent that she now sees particles 
food her bib, small toy her feet, 
person across the room. Her little eye 
noticeably steadier than was, although 
still quivers, and can only focus momentarily 
specific object. Her interest the reflec- 
tion sunlight the floor was the first 
indication that she could see. Later, shiny 
reflections glass attracted her attention. Ob- 
jects had very close first, and moving 
objects were easier locate than still ones. 

Those were happy, though somewhat try- 
ing, days: the day Carol stopped eating nicely 
mechanically lifting her food from her dish 
her mouth and started investigate the 
underside full spoon; the day she tried 
pick the vegetables out her soup; and the 


day she plunged her face into the custard— 
all the better see it! friend dropped 
when were the midst one these 
messy meals, and aptly commented, “Now 
having some the problems have 
with our children.” think that remark 
each time Carol gets into little mischief, and 
glad she does have some the childish 
inclinations ordinary active children. 

Even though Carol sees just small section 
time close-range objects, and can only 
focus for few seconds, she having great 
deal fun seeing; she further investigates 
with her hands the things that attract her 
eyes. She leads around the house turning 
lights when darkness comes. She manipu- 
lates the light switch her room with much 
self-satisfaction after climbing way 
chair onto her bed reach it. 

Carol’s imperfect vision added physi- 
cal strain but after extended number 
sleeping hours she rested for more investi- 
gation tours. Carol always seems ready for 
bed and usually has awakened 
besides sleeping the afternoons. 
She often sings happy babbling manner 
for quite long time before she goes sleep. 

After Carol began use her sight, her 
whole being changed. Instead using her 
hands methodically, she would suddenly dive 
for object the range her vision. Carol 
has learned that glasses aren’t snatched, 
but they still tempt her. One day, 
crowded streetcar, she suddenly snatched 
very dirty handkerchief from the nose the 
man beside us. While was returning the 
handkerchief its surprised owner, Carol 
grabbed the hand resting the back our 
seat. The portly gentleman whose hand was 
thus attacked, jumped and “eeked” like lady 
frightened mouse. 

Once, while friend and were engrossed 
conversation after tearoom luncheon, 
Carol, who had been busy walking circles 
around her high chair, was suddenly missing. 
that moment, the placid face the very 
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sedate young matron the next table changed 
abruptly; she quickly reached under the table 
and dragged forth startled little Carol who 
had offended grabbing her ankle. Recently 
Carol was sitting the lap interested 
friend. She was patting his cheeks. Without 
warning, one little hand popped into his 
mouth, then popped out again with lower 
denture clenched it. don’t know who was 
most surprised, the guest, Carol, her 
parents. 


Misconceptions: Result Deafness 


impossible know how many wrong 
conceptions Carol getting due her deaf- 
ness. Some them come the surface, which 
helpful. For example, during music lessons, 
Carol would sometimes become restless and 
lead her swing. This was new trick, 
and didn’t understand what was all about 
until days after the initial performance, while 
was singing “Hark! the Herald Angels 
Sing.” Evidently the word “sing” registered 
“swing” her method interpretation. 

Another time Carol wanted climb 
card table the living room. tried 
change her idea and interest her climbing 
the kitchen table—which was favorite 


place for her park (near the radio) and 


definitely more substantial table. seemed 
she understood, because she led the 
kitchen. was one those thrilling mo- 
ments when knew she understood. The 
moment didn’t last long, though, because 
Carol passed right the table and went 
her high chair. would seem that the word 
“kitchen” made imprint, but “table”, which 
she knew single word, escaped her atten- 
tion. From that moment have been calling 
the kitchen table the “kitchen table” and have 
been trying give more exact names other 
things that are familiar Carol. What other 
children grow knowing, little deaf chil- 
dren have taught. They are such in- 
teresting children and such challenge our 
best efforts! 


The day took ride the bus 
Toronto, learned that “ride the bus” 
meant “ride the car” Carol. While 
were dressing, talked and talked about the 
“ride the bus.” soon Carol’s coat was 
buttoned, she tried pull the portable car seat 
from under her bed. knew then that she had 
erroneous idea, and began explaining 
were going for ride the “bus” not “in the 
car.” The instant reached the street, she 
led the curb, expecting get into 
car, which was our usual method transpor- 
tation Toronto. explanations are pos- 
sible the street, because Carol doesn’t 
understand anything spoken out-of-doors. She 
was very disturbed, and tried lead into 
every car along the street. She must have 
thought had deceived her. the end had 
carry her the bus stop, and wondered 
the experience was worth the effort. soon 
the bus moved, Carol relaxed and enjoyed 
the ride. 

could walk alone. new places she very 
quiet, and spends her time silently investigat- 
ing. When return home from short visit, 
Carol starts babble and sing more than 
usual, make for her quiet interlude. 
It’s great know she enjoys home. 

Carol has strange, frightened cry when 
she hears another child cry, hears the sound 
loud hammering. explanation seems 
pacify her. 

Carol has always liked pairs things. One 
day visited some month-old twins. Despite 
attempts explain that they weren’t dolls, 
but tiny, tiny, baby boys, Carol thought they 
were inanimate, I’m sure. She was surprised, 
and became extremely shy when the little 
hand she picked moved. 

During afternoon tea asked one the 
guests protect plate cookies which 
Carol seemed overly interested. She had 
cookie the identical species her hand but 
just apt not trade for cookie 
without first bite taken out it. Carol had 
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CAROL’S FOURTH YEAR 


displayed real affection toward the particular 
guest who had rescued the cookies. After that 
Carol definitely spurned her every time she 
tried friendly. similar situation ever 
arises again, will the one remove the 
cookies. amount explaining would 
convince Carol that was idea that the 
cookies put out her reach. All the talking 
meant nothing compared with what hap- 
pened the spot displease her. 


Development Residual Hearing 


The most important thing have ever 
done for Carol’s residual hearing has been 
talk her and sing her about everything— 
what she doing, what are doing, nam- 
ing everything—such furniture, articles 
clothing, foods, and toys. first seemed 
futile; yet, her fourth year, she understands 
all the oft-repeated words and directions when 
they are spoken clearly and directly her 
close range. Our efforts certainly haven’t been 
vain. Carol happy when she understands 
what say her, and loves following direc- 
tions. Explanations aren’t possible—any resid- 
ual hearing that has been developed isn’t 
keen enough for that, and has been useless 
thus far promoting her speech imitation 
sound; yet she has learned the meaning 
the phrases and directions used daily rou- 
tine, and there such wealth material 
for her learn before she needs express 
herself speech. Young babies hear consid- 
erably more speech before they begin talk 
than little deaf children ever hear during 
childhood. Two years ago Carol learned 
say “mama,” and few other speech sounds 
through manipulation, but she ceased trying 
when stopped manipulating. don’t know 
how much Carol hears, but, she isn’t getting 
sound, she very aware vibrations—which 
results awareness that sometimes makes 
forget she really deaf. The fact that 
Carol isn’t interested facial vibrations 
she was two years ago, might indicate that 
she has gained some hearing which distract- 


ing her attention from the vibrations, even 
the little vision she has acquired distracting 
her attention from the touch-training lessons 
she used perform almost mechanically. 

Carol uses speaking voice sometimes, and 
singing voice other times, during her 
solitary conversations. Listening her there 
flexible, too. There are times when think 
Carol has said something English, but 
have hopes she will repeat the same words 
often enough for understand and help 
her accordingly. the piano she always 
chimes her favorite pieces with her 
singing voice. 


Conclusion 


What the best way insure Carol’s fu- 
ture happiness and develop her capacities 
their fullest extent that she can take 
useful place some society and live her life 
the fullest? still don’t know the answer 
that question; but long Carol con- 
tinues develop, though slowly, happy 
and normal little child, emotionally, least, 
know she adjusted her present en- 
vironment, and certainly not suffering from 
any noticeable complex. Too often “special” 
children acquire complexes result im- 
proper treatment—overindulgence, neglect 
—complexes which are more detrimental 
the child’s development than his original 
“special” characteristics. try treat Carol 
she—just regular, inquisitive little girl, 
need love and understanding. 

More than anything else, Carol needs 
younger companions play with her. 
borrow playmates for her sometimes, and the 
play supervise much better for Carol 
than the play actually supply for her all 
the time. spend many hours teaching and 
studying other people’s children, Carol and 
have much-needed rest from each other 
certain hours every day. 

For two hours every school morning, 
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Carol around while tutoring little 
seven-year-old boy. This little boy probably 
seems Carol much member our 
family her father, who only home 
week ends. Carol has sense-training lessons 
the same time each morning, and she has 
learned match all objects can find 
pairs, places various shaped pegs peg- 
wagons; builds towers and nests from gradu- 
ated tins and boxes; places rings pegs, etc., 
performing, simply, imitation lessons which 
she can quietly successful. 

Although all children benefit when they are 
studied, taught, and treated individual 
human beings, the exceptional child 
such treatment exist socially and 
emotionally. Whereas the ordinary child en- 
dowed with all his faculties learns imitate 
easily and quickly and can taught 
groups, the special child—whether special be- 
cause defective vision, defective hearing, 
defective speech, poor motor co-ordination, 
because the type that either falls short 
overexcels physical mental energies— 
needs, and deserves, individual attention 
his capacities. 

With Carol’s hands ours she has been 


The American Foundation for Overseas 
Blind receiving most urgent appeals for 
braille writers and braille slates for the blind 
the European countries which were over- 
run the German armies. practically 
impossible obtain new braille writers and 
they will probably unavailable for another 
year more. 
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APPEAL 


taught simple little things that other 
children pick with their eyes and ears. 
certainly doesn’t require 
teacher train children preschool age 
the limited number things their mental 
and physical capacities will allow. There 
much more nurse-maiding than formal 
teaching. Helping the child do, willingly, 
the things that capable doing, really 
the only code need. There are books and 
current magazines that are especially helpful 
assisting parents and teachers know 
special, child. the present time are 
taking the John Tracy Clinic Correspondence 
Course for Parents Little Deaf Children. 
Included that particular course adequate 
information and stimulating suggestion in- 
sure the very best preparations for school that 
parents can possibly give little deaf child. 
Carol has had variety unique experi- 
ences during her fourth year; yet those every- 
day experiences and oft-repeated lessons her 
own home have had the greatest influence 
keeping her happily adjusted, emotionally ac- 
ceptable herself, and socially acceptable 
others who take the time recognize her 
the individual she is. 


you know any braille writers which 
could put into good condition for the use 
our blind colleagues overseas, they are 
desperate need all kinds braille writ- 
ing paraphernalia. you have such equip- 
ment know any which available, 
please write Robert Irwin, West 
Street, New York 11, New York. 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR VOCATIONAL GUIDANCE 
PROGRAM SCHOOLS FOR THE BLIND 


CHARLES BUELL 


GENERALLY RECOGNIZED that schools for the 
blind are doing good work academic edu- 
cation. some other respects the schools for 
the blind have not kept pace with public 
schools. The vocational guidance given 
boys and girls modern high schools far 
superior the guidance offered blind stu- 
dents residential schools. there any 
doubt concerning this point, one may compare 
the meager and often impractical recommen- 
dations that the Vocational Guidance Com- 
mittees have presented the last ten years 
the American Association Instructors 
the Blind with public school programs which 
have been described Gertrude Forrester’s 
Methods Vocational Guidance and other 
recent books this subject. The purpose 
this paper offer few suggestions that 
may helpful developing better voca- 
tional guidance program for blind students. 
Perhaps the term vocational guidance 
understood, schools for the blind will recog- 
nize their shortcomings. The National Voca- 
tional Guidance Association has adopted these 
principles, “Vocational Guidance the process 
assisting the individual choose occu- 


pation, prepare for it, enter upon and progress 
it.” 


Charles Buell teacher boys’ physical education 
the Michigan School for the Blind, and has had previous 
teaching experience schools for the blind California, 
Washington, and Maryland. graduate the Uni- 
versity California, and has taken postgraduate work 
there, well the University Michigan and 
Johns Hopkins University. 


Choosing Occupation 


must understood that the student 
choose the occupation. Superintendents 
schools for the blind have had tendency 
make choice and tell the student that will 
succeed this that field. Since the student 
going make the actual choice, must 
supplied with great deal information. 

The schools for the blind have not used 
very much initiative imagination collect- 
ing information this nature. obvious 
that student must great deal explor- 
ing under helpful guidance before can 
make wise choice occupation. course 
occupational information should given 
the seventh and eighth grades. This course 
should include all types occupations, not 
merely those open the blind. General 
features the large groups occupations 
may followed investigation students 
few particular types work interesting 
them. The student then reports the class, 
using outline similar the following: 


History and importance work 
The kinds work performed 
Training 
Other qualifications requirements 
Number and distribution workers 
Trends employment 
Income and chances advancement 
How enter occupation 

Advantages and disadvantages 

10. Reports interviews and biographies 
11. Sources further information 
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The teacher will not find very much mate- 
rial available braille the Talking 
Book. Harry Kitson’s Find Vocation and 
biographies and articles about successful blind 
people can read braille. For the most 
part, print material will have gathered 
and read the students. There are over 
21,000 different jobs our country. list 
these jobs will found The Dictionary 
Occupational Titles. This publication lists 
and describes these jobs and indicates job 
families—occupations requiring similar quali- 
fications. There are several publications 
Job Analysis for different industries. Every 
counselor should subscribe Occupations and 
Monthly Labor Review. The Currently Active 
Occupation Series may seen the local 
United States Employment Office. Much val- 
uable material may obtained from the 
US. Office Education, Washington, D.C. 
200 Sources Pamphlet Material distrib- 
uted free charge. Within the U.S. Office 
Education there Occupational Informa- 
tion and Guidance Service which will answer 
questions from workers vocational guid- 
ance. For guidance further training, every 
school should have American Universities and 
Colleges, American Junior Colleges, Working 


Your Way Through College, and Guide 


Private Schools, Colleges, and Summer 
Camps. collection catalogues from col- 
leges and universities the state should 
hand well material about local trade 
schools, business schools, etc. The Guide 
Correspondence Courses may obtained for 
five cents from the Extension Division, In- 
diana University, Bloomington, Indiana. Val- 
uable information can obtained from 
unions and various professional associations. 
One will able obtain valuable occupa- 
tional material from the following: 


United States Department Labor 
United States Department Agriculture 
United States Employment Service 
Institute Research 
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Occupational Index 

Bellman Publishing Company 
Commonwealth Book Company 
Science Research Associates 


Material for the teacher testing the 


guidance program may obtained from the 


books, Aptitudes and Aptitude Testing, Wal- 


ter Bingham, and Testing and Counseling 


the High-School Guidance Program, John 
Darley. complete list tests and certain 
other material may obtained from the 
Psychological Corporation. Intelligence test- 
ing, Seashore Musical Test, Vaughn Mechani- 
cal Tests, and Bernreuter Personality Inven- 
tory have proved scientific value when used 
with the blind. Information braille tests 
will supplied Dr. Samuel Hayes, Per- 
kins Institution for the Blind, Watertown, 
Massachusetts. 

The radio and, occasionally, photoplays are 
sources material occupations. One can 
keep touch with these fields subscribing 
Film and Radio Discussion Guide. Re- 
cordings for School Use will particular 
interest teachers the blind. Along this 
line one may obtain information from the 
Educational and Radio Script and Transcript 
Exchange, U.S. Office Education, Wash- 
ington, D.C. Partially seeing students could 
get information from educational films deal- 
ing with occupations. list such films may 
obtained from Wilson Company, 
Educational Screens, Inc., and the American 
Council Education. 

There are some books that will give clear 
picture the modern vocational guidance 
program. Every school should have these 
recognized books: (1) Principles and Tech- 
niques Vocational Guidance, George 
Meyers; (2) Methods Vocational Guid- 
ance, Gertrude Forrester; and (3) Guidance 
and Personnel Services Education, Anna 
Reed. 

The preceding paragraphs give only very 
selected list the materials vocations that 
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are available. There reason why every 
school for the blind cannot collect vast 
amount vocational guidance material and 
keep date for its students and 
teachers. 

Visits places employment and organ- 
ized exhibits should arranged. The class 
should discuss advance what look for. 
Some schools have “vocations” day. stu- 
dent writes some worker his choice 
asking permission visit him for the day. 

The career conference has proved very 
valuable high schools where has been 
used. Members service club representing 
various occupations come the school 
certain few days talk and answer students’ 
questions. advance the student chooses the 
occupations which wishes hear about. 
After the conference students write reports 
which are read members the service 
club. Since the Lions Club has always worked 
with the blind, this would the first service 
club approach. The Kiwanis Club par- 
ticularly interested vocational guidance. 

There are many school activities that may 
arranged. Successful business people and 
former graduates should asked hold 
practice interviews with students. pupil has 
learned great deal when knows how 
interviewed. Keeping appointments, neat 
appearance, health, brevity and many other 
things important the student’s success will 
stressed. Vocational quiz contests, voca- 
tional parties, vocational Town Hall meetings, 
school assemblies and plays should parts 
the program. Hobby shows will encourage 
students along vocational lines. career club 
under wise supervision will asset 
any school. 


Training 


cumulative record should kept for 
each student that will include physical data, 
intelligence and other test ratings, personality 
characteristics, extracurricular achievements, 
and information special aptitudes and in- 
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terests. The counselor will refer this mate- 
rial and have several conferences with the 
student help him decide vocation. 
When the student has decided upon 
occupation, the next step preparation. All 
the schools for the blind offer some prepara- 
tion. Most the schools for the blind still 
cling the traditional training broom mak- 
ing, caning, weaving, music, piano tuning, 
sewing, and simple home economics. Some 
the schools have branched out into agriculture, 
shoemaking, racket stringing, advanced home 
economics, and radio repairing. Woodwork 
receives varying degrees emphasis. 
understood that only few these train- 
ing courses are offered any one school. 
few schools are trying something 
improve their out-of-date vocational programs. 
For example, Overbrook has purchased $20,000 
worth industrial machinery and hired 
competent instructor. The California School 
for the Blind admits, what must evident 
all, that one school can offer enough varied, 
adequate training. California the blind stu- 
dents are sent various local trade schools, 
machine shop courses, etc. part each day 
spent academic work the school for the 
blind. Students who are planning attend 
college local public high school. Since 
the Overbrook and California plans have been 
used for only few years, too early 
accurately judge their worth. However, one 
may hopeful that more schools for the 
blind will attack the problem scientifically. 


Placement 


Only the six seven larger schools for the 
blind will find practical hire placement 
agent. Overbrook and few other schools 
have employed placement agents full- 
time basis that they might great deal 
traveling and investigation. Most the 
schools for the blind with smaller student 
enrollments will well co-operate closely 
with their local state agency that places adult 
blind people. This agency knows the employ- 
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ment situation better than 

The New York State School for the Blind 
has done systematic job placing their stu- 
dents summer work. This has been 
much value placing the student upon 
graduation. Minnesota has also had some suc- 
cess with this plan. One the possibilities 
that most schools for the blind overlook 
that sending their capable students into 
the neighborhood mow lawns, wash cloth- 
ing, and perform other common tasks. 


Follow-Up 


Automobile manufacturers are willing 
follow their product see that performs 
well. Certainiy blind students deserve much 
consideration from the school they attended. 
the school for the blind not interested 
and does not believe them, who does? Usu- 
ally this follow-up work should done 
close co-operation with the state agency for 
the blind. Very few schools for the blind are 
doing any follow-up work their graduates. 


Research 


Occupational information must kept 
date. using the Dictionary Occupa- 
tional Titles and Job Analysis many possible 
occupations for the blind will discovered. 
These should investigated. Possibilities 
encouraging employers give the visually 
handicapped opportunity work should 
receive constant attention. Research should 


The South Dakota Association Workers 
for the Blind will hold its 1946 convention 
June and the School for the Blind 
Gary, South Dakota. The guest speaker 
South Dakota. All ex-students the school 
and all blind persons the state are eligible 
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carried determine the effectiveness 
the vocational guidance program. 


Qualifications for Vocational Counselor 


should clear that this work cannot 
done successfully without special 
tions. counselor must extrovert and 
hard worker. Besides good liberal education, 
one should have training the principles 
vocational guidance, analysis jobs, and 
methods counseling the individual. Field 
work vocational guidance essential. One 
should know something the history and 
philosophy blindness, psychology blind- 
ness, laws affecting the blind, and diseases 
the eye. Teaching experience and two three 


years factory commercial work should 


required. 


SUMMARY 


Vocational guidance process continuing 
the life the individual over long period 
time. becomes acquainted with wide 
range information can intelligently 
choose vocation. Getting into the right voca- 
tion one the most important things the 
life individual. The school should 
responsible for helping the student see 
through himself and see himself through. 
This will include guidance, training, and co- 


operation with the state agency for the blind 
placement and follow-up. Better vocational 
guidance essential the blind are going 


hold the gain employment made during 
World War II. 


for membership the Association. Board 
and room will free for the two days the 
convention. Those planning attend the 
convention please notify the secretary, Miss 
Gladys Woodbury, School for the Blind, 
Gary, South Dakota, least week before the 
opening date the convention. 
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EYE CLINIC THE ARCTIC 


MARGARET MOELLER 


ONE THE MOST INTERESTING annual voyages 
the world that taken every year the 
Hudson Bay steamer, Nascopie, when she 
faces the storms and perils the Arctic seas 
deliver supplies trading posts and mission 
stations the Eastern Arctic and bring back 
the furs collected. 

Except for the radio, with its limited range, 
and the occasional visit plane some 
station emergency trip, the yearly arri- 
val this ship the only contact which those 
residing the north have with the outside 
world. Bags mail—a whole year’s messages 
—coal, ammunition, groceries, clothing, wood 
for building, and medical supplies—in fact 
everything that necessary for living taken 
this staunch little ice-breaker freighter. 
wonder “ship time” eagerly looked for- 
ward those lonely outposts, and 
very busy time for everyone. Besides the un- 
loading freight and loading furs, there 
are the patients seen the medical 
officer health, and the dentist; the hearing 
the magistrate the court cases brought 
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police for 
trial; the giving relief the needy; and the 
administration the various religious or- 
dinances the visiting bishops those who 
desire confirmed, baptised, married. 

When the Nascopie reached Churchill 
early August this past summer, new venture 
was inaugurated when, through the co- 
operation the Canadian National Institute 


Mrs. Margaret Moeller graduate nurse with her 
Public Health degree from the University Toronto, 
and charge the work for prevention blindness 
with the Canadian National Institute for the Blind. 


for the Blind and the Canadian Government, 
ophthalmologist, optometrist, and 
nurse set forth hold the first eye clinics for 
the Eskimo. 

Not knowing just what they might find, 
this group went prepared for almost anything. 
The blind the willow shop the Institute 
had made waterproof panniers such they 
supplied the field ambulance corps action 
overseas. All medical supplies, drugs, instru- 
ments, and dressings were kept dry one, 
while the other held lenses and frames, 
well photographic material. 

each post, the anchors well out 
from shore because tides and lack dock- 
ing facilities, that rough days, especially, 
was essential keep the supplies dry when 
going ashore the small boats. 

two the posts, Chesterfield Inlet, 
the west coast Hudson Bay, and Pangnir- 
tung, the southeast Baffin Island, there 
are small hospitals run the Catholic and 
Anglican missions, respectively. There, the 
eye clinics were held the hospitals, and 
those needing operative care were attended 
and left the care the resident physician 
and the nurses. Five operations were per- 
formed route the little dispensary 
the ship, and the patients taken the hospital 
Pangnirtung for aftercare. They will 
taken during the winter post the “in- 
going route” the Nascopie, where she will 
pick them next summer and return them 
their homes. therefore quite under- 
taking arrange for operations and care for 
these people, and especially when the pa- 
tient the head the family—which means 
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the removal the patient, his family, dogs, 
and household goods for year the least. 

the ports-of-call not boasting hospital, 
the clinics were set wherever space could 
found—sometimes the Hudson Bay 
warehouse, perhaps the kitchen the 
surprising what can accomplished with 
very little, and quite few patients were seen 
each the ten 

the whole, the Eskimo had healthy, 
normal eyes, contrary the impression 
usually given. course number them, 
especially the older ones, needed glasses, and 
these were fitted whenever possible. The 
optometrist had difficult task fitting stan- 
dard mount the extremely flat, broad face 
the Eskimo. The patients were amazed and 
most appreciative the results, but re- 
mains seen just how practical these 
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glasses will the extreme northern cold, 

The ophthalmologist examined 208 natives 
all, and found 126 these had normal 
eyes. many who gave history repeated 
attacks snow blindness, there seemed 
evidence permanent disturbance. Accidents 
from rifles backfiring seemed play 
large part cases disorganized globes, 
optic atrophy, corneal scars; but these, 
cept for seven who were definitely blind, all 
had either one good eye fair vision 

was expected race who live 
out doors, myopia was rare, there being 
only seven cases seen. The optometrist re- 
fracted 112 Eskimos, and these were 
fitted with glasses. This was out total 


population 1,564 Eskimos scattered over the 
10,000 miles rocky, ice-bound territory north 
60° latitude, and extending within 1,000 


miles the North Pole. 


A.A.W.B. ANNOUNCES SERVICE CERTIFICATES 
FOR HOME TEACHERS 


The Board Certification Home 
Teachers has, unanimous decision, sub- 
mitted the Board Directors the 
American Association Workers for the 
Blind the proposal create “Service Certi- 
ficate” for persons with twenty more years 
service home teachers. was stressed 
this proposal that these workers “have 
carried the battle for home teaching for 
many years, and have given dignity and 
progress the home teaching program,” and 
that “it customary any certification pro- 
cedure blanket those persons long- 
time service and experience.” The Board 
Directors has agreed the proposal and au- 
thorized the Board Certification pro- 


ceed with the preparations for issuing Service 


Certificates. 

Executives organizations work with 
the blind are urged submit the Board 
Certification the name any home 
teacher their organization who has twenty 
more years service. requested that 
the name and address the home teacher 
given that certain information needed 
for the records may secured before issuing 
these Service Certificates. 

The co-operation all agencies will 
greatly appreciated. 


LOWENFELD 
Secretary 
Board Certification 
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AMENDMENTS SOCIAL SECURITY ACT 
ENDANGER WELFARE THE BLIND 


During the past several years many bills 
have been introduced into Congress amend 
the Social Security Act. Those introduced 
into the Lower House have been referred 
the Ways and Means Committee, where they 
have reposed awaiting consideration. Finally, 
the Ways and Means Committee has decided 
make study the complete Social Se- 
curity Act with view making such 
changes would seem advisable after ten 
years’ experience with the operation the 
law. Extended hearings are now progress. 

Some the changes recommended re- 
sponsible organizations have alarmed blind 
people and their friends. While the proposed 
changes would permit group treatment the 
blind, they require that the administration 
and supervision blind assistance placed 
entirely under the same jurisdiction would 
the other relief provisions recommended 
these agencies. 

result, the blind people have guar- 
antee that their special needs would looked 
after persons understanding their problems. 
True, wise relief administrator would take 
into account the special needs blind people, 
but sightless relief recipients many parts 
the country feel that the general relief agents 
have little comprehension their special re- 
quirements. Recommendations the Social 
Security Board, carried out, would many 
states completely divorce blind relief adminis- 
tration from the agencies rendering general 
services the blind. These proposed changes 
would largely nullify the efforts blind peo- 
ple obtain special consideration their 
needs, for which they have fought for two 
generations. 


The Forand bill, H.R. 5686, sponsored 
the American Public Welfare Association, 
provides that the Federal government will 
reimburse the states the amount 
per cent funds expended the state 
relief agency carrying welfare work for 
the needy—including the blind. this relief 
agency happened separate state de- 
partment from that administering general 
services the blind, the prospects seem good 
for the establishment two state agencies— 
one supported entirely the state, and the 
other receiving Federal reimbursement, and 
each carrying welfare services blind peo- 
ple. not hard envision what would 
the fate the existing agency for the blind 
which not receiving Federal aid, even 
though the Federally supported agency were 
not operating complete program for the 
blind population the state. 

Following are some recommendations 
which friends the blind will interested: 


NECESSARY AMENDMENTS 
TITLE 


Above all, aid the blind should not 
thrown into any general relief program. The 
blind have fought for special assistance under 
the states for forty-five years. Twenty-nine 
states already had special aid for the blind be- 
fore the Federal Social Security law was 
passed. the blind are thrown into general 
relief program the Federal level, will 
greatly increase the difficulty the blind 
hold special treatment the state level. 
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Ten years experience with the Social Se- 
curity Act leads blind people and workers 
for the blind make the following recom- 
mendations regarding Title 

Each state should have sole authority 
establish its own definition need; and its 
own standards for meeting need; thus would 
individual states have the right within certain 
limits work out their own plans for extend- 
ing aid the blind and still receive Federal 
reimbursement. 

determining need the state should 
required allow for the special expenses 
blindness. Not less than $25 month should 
granted for this purpose. 

order stimulate blind individuals 
become self-supporting and encourage 
friends extend help, calculating resources 
least $240 income from any source should 
disregarded. addition, the total in- 
come from all sources exceeds $240, not more 
than half such excess derived from 
earnings should taken into account. 

Legal responsibility relatives should 
not counted on, since such provision 
impossible enforce satisfactorily and leads 
only unhappiness for the blind person. 

Reimbursement the states should 
based upon the ability the states pay. 
States with average per capita income 
equal the average for the country should re- 
ceive reimbursement from the Federal 
government for aid extended the blind. 
The poorer states should receive reimburse- 
ment 75°%, thus making possible more 
liberal treatment such localities. 

The amount aid should more ade- 
quate meet the needs tne blind. this 
end, the ceiling Federal reimbursement 
the states should removed, or, not re- 
moved, provision should made for addi- 
tional reimbursement the states for the 
special expenses blindness, that the 
states may their payments blind people 
make allowance for such expenses and still 
receive the Federal reimbursement, even 
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though these grants may bring the 
paid individual sum greater than 
the ceiling. 


INSURANCE AGAINST 
BLINDNESS 


The Social Security Act includes plan for 
extending relief needy aged people with in- 
vestigations determine need each case, 
order relieve the aged from the humilia- 
tion and surveillance associated with relief 
administration, insurance plan included 
the law under which those who become 
aged the future will receive from the gov- 
ernment annuity matter right. The 
Act also includes relief plan for the needy 
blind, but not accompanied corres- 
ponding program for insuring wage earners 
losing their sight the future against the 
consequent dependency. 

The law should amended set 
ability insurance against blindness. should 
not exactly like the old-age insurance be- 
cause the situation the blind different. 
Blindness may come any age. not only 
reduces earning power but increases the cost 
living because the special expenses re- 
sulting from the lack sight. Unlike the 
aged, however, the blind have 
partial rehabilitation, and the annuity 
should operate such way stimulate 
such rehabilitation. accomplish this, the 
insurance payments the blind should 
two parts: 

annuity, such the person would 
have received had reached age instead 
becoming blind, based such equity 
payroll tax payer may have built 
the Insurance Trust Fund; and 

meet the increased cost living imposed 
blindness. 

While the $40 month should never 
disturbed, the annuity factor might re- 
duced earning power recovered. The re- 
duction, however, should made way 
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APPOINTMENTS 


not interfere with the processes slow 
and tedious rehabilitation. The blind annui- 
tant should permitted acquire demon- 
strated earning power say $60 month 
before there any reduction his annuity 
payments. These payments might then re- 
duced such way leave incentive 
acquire greater earning power. These 
should neither reduced suddenly, the 
Old-Age and Survivors Insurance plan, nor 
one dollar for each dollar earned, but 
fifty cents for each dollar earned. Thus there 
would monetary reward for further ef- 
fort. The increased cost living still con- 
tinues and therefore the $40 month should 
not withheld. 

True, the gradual reduction the annuity 
will require some slight additional adminis- 
trative expense. However, the number 
blinded wage earners working age will 
only few thousand. The human rehabilita- 
tive value the gradual reduction well 
worth the extra cost. 

Three-fourths blindness preventable. 
The incidence blindness the wage 
earning years declining and will eventually 
tend disappear from. the population. The 
$40 month permanent allowance indus- 
trial workers who are blind not excessive. 
only one-fifth that the permanent 
pension allowed the military blinded. 

Executive Director 
American Foundation for the Blind 


APPOINTMENTS 


Connecticut FOR THE BLIND 
has appointed Frank Johns and Mrs. Johns, 
Hartford, the positions superintendent 
and matron, respectively, succeed Mr. and 
Mrs. Gordon Hicks, whose resignations from 


the School. take effect the close the 
present academic year June. Mr. Johns, the 
newly appointed superintendent, 
Hartford about four years ago from Jerome, 
Idaho, where was instructor and super- 
visor the boys the Idaho State School 
for the Blind. graduate Hillyer 
College, and during part the war years 
was employed the Pratt and Whitney Divi- 
sion the Niles-Bemont-Pond Company, 
Hartford. Mrs. Johns was graduated from Mt. 
Holyoke College 1937, and, following her 
graduation, was appointed the faculty 
the Connecticut School for the Blind. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hicks came the Connecti- 
cut School from the Overbrook School 
August, 1918. Mr. Hicks, who graduate 
the Batavia School for the Blind, had al- 
ready considerable teaching experience his 
credit, having been for several years the 
Oklahoma School for the Blind. During the 
incumbency Mr. and Mrs. Hicks the 
Connecticut School, the curriculum there has 
been enlarged, and two commodious build- 
ings, gymnasium, and dormitory for 
younger boys have been added the school 
plant nearly twenty acres. Mr. and Mrs. 
Hicks are planning retire Mrs. 
native township, North Hero, Vermont, 
where they have built home. 


ANNUAL MEETING AMERICAN 
FOUNDATION FOR THE BLIND 
SET FOR JUNE 


The Annual meeting the members the 
American Foundation for the Blind, Inc., will 
the Foundation’s headquarters, West 
Street, New York 11, New York, for the pur- 
pose hearing reports officers, electing 
trustees for the ensuing year, and for the pur- 
pose transacting any other business that 
may properly come before the meeting. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


Gertrude Van den Broek. pp. 
New York: Commission for the Blind, New 
York State Department Social Welfare, 
205 East Street, New York 17, New York. 
15¢ outside New York State. 


Two years ago Manual for Parents 
Preschool Blind Children was published 
the New York Association for the Blind, and 
its first edition was exhausted almost imme- 
diately, great was the need for this type 
literature. Today, another and equally valu- 
able booklet has appeared, this one published 
the Commission for the Blind, New York 
State Department Social Welfare, and 
called Guide for Parents Preschool Blind 
Child. The authors these two booklets, Mrs. 
Edith Speer, until recently director the 
Lighthouse Nursery School New York, 
and Miss Gertrude Van den Broek, preschool 
educator for the Commission, respectively, 
have had years experience upon which 
draw. Their experience, however, has given 
them sufficiently different perspectives that 
their publications supplement, rather than 
duplicate, each other. Together, they provide 
text for the elementary education, not only 
the parents blind preschool children, but 
professional workers for the blind who find 
themselves dealing with these children for the 
first time. 

Whereas Mrs. Speer’s experience had for 
some years been centered the Nursery 
School with children whose background was 
strictly “big city” character, Miss Van den 
Broek’s has been primarily with children 
their own homes outside New York City. 
This means that she has worked with rural, 


well with urban, families, and with very 
young babies, well with children from 
two five. Both writers have had experience 
with parents all cultural and economic 
levels, fact which may account, least 
part, for the wide range usefulness already 
achieved the Manual, and about 
achieved, this reviewer feels sure, the 
Guide. 

method presentation content there 
considerable difference between these two 
publications. Whereas the Manual puts pri- 
mary emphasis what concrete 
situations, the Guide gives major attention 
the building wholesome, stimulating 
milieu, and the psychological and 
tional principles which work create de- 
sirable family atmosphere. 

its first main division, Judging the Child’s 
Situation, the Guide starts pointing out 
that the effects child’s blindness him 
are dependent least three factors: the 
degree his blindness; his general intelli- 
gence; and his environment. This seems too 
obvious need mentioning; actually, their 
reality often forgotten everyone involved 
the emotionally charged atmosphere sur- 
rounding the blind baby. Even the medical 
profession likely forget that babies 
not develop purely the basis matura- 
tion, but must have suitable environmental 
stimulation before maturational factors can 
become effective. 

Necessary requirements for helping blind 
child find his true place life are pre- 
sented, with particular emphasis 
freedoms which are too often denied him 
those who love him most—freedom ma- 
nipulate objects; freedom move about 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


much possible; freedom ask questions. 
The needs for these freedoms arise the 
life the child the order which they 
are presented, but all three are lifelong 
importance him. 

Parents’ attitudes are considered next, both 
the helpful and the harmful ones. This 
followed two excellent sections, one the 
effect parental attitudes the welfare 
the child, and the other problems arising 
directly from the child’s blindness. There are 
two statements here which might have been 
more heavily emphasized, this reviewer’s 
experience with blind preschool children and 
their parents can considered all typical: 

“Be certain when you make request that 
the child understands what expected. Hav- 
ing missed some details the total situation 
which caused you make it, may not 
clear about it, and may appear dis- 
obedient when actually confused.” 

“Blind children usually have deal with 
people who have unwholesome attitudes to- 
ward them. They have develop their self- 
confidence spite such negative attitudes 
pity, overanxiety for their physical safety, 
and the fixed assumption that they must re- 
main quite helpless throughout 
viction which sometimes gives rise utter 
astonishment the children’s efficiency.” 

succeeding divisions the Guide, sound 
advice given, with the reasons therefor, 
the child’s physical development and needs, 
his emotional development, his 
mental development and needs, and his spirit- 
ual life. Each one these divisions good. 
One topic which might have been mentioned, 
and not, that the advisability the 
parents having more children. This very 
question deal with, since 
many religious and cultural con- 
cepts that exert strong controls. However, 
question with which one faced fre- 
quently. Possibly, some future revision 
this material, can least pointed out 
that there are few causes blindness which, 
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themselves, should prohibit the parents 
from having more children. Environmental 
factors which can usually changed, the 
parents wish change them, often bulk 
larger than physiological ones, cases where 
this question raised. Today, however, when 
are experiencing increase the num- 
ber babies born visually handicapped, and 
when, for the most part, these babies are 
handicapped from causes over which there 
are present known controls, this question 
vital importance many parents. 

The final division the Guide devoted 
chiefly the use the Maxfield-Fjeld Adap- 
tation the Vineland Social Maturity Scale 
orientation device for the purpose 
helping parents recognize what can ex- 
pected preschool blind children given 
age levels. The device well used and should 
helpful many parent who wonders 
whether she expecting too much too 
little her blind child. 

the end this last division, the subject 
the child’s entrance into school for the 
blind dealt with firmly but tactfully. One 
striking omission appears, however. previ- 
ous mention has been made braille classes 
the public schools, and only slight refer- 
ence sight-conservation classes. When they 
are not even suggested this final division, 
discussion school placement, the omis- 
sion cannot but striking anyone who 
knows that such classes exist. New 
York State itself, braille classes are 
found New York City and Buffalo; and 
sight-conservation classes exist about 
cities. Throughout the country whole, 
there are least cities having braille classes, 
and over 200 cities and towns having sight- 
conservation classes. Some children who start 
life blind, become sight-conservation chil- 
dren the time they reach school because 
operations other remedial treatment. 
suggested that another edition this Guide 
extended sufficiently include advice 
parents how choose between braille 
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sight-saving class, where such exists, and 
the residential school for the blind. 
The booklet ends with good bibliography. 
This Guide for Parents Preschool Blind 
Child important addition the litera- 
ture the care preschool, visually handi- 
capped youngsters. has few faults, and 
these are the nature omission rather 
than commission. 
Consulting Psychologist 
New York, New York 


WAR-BLINDED VETERANS 
ORGANIZE FOR MUTUAL 
BENEFIT 


March, 1945, group war-blinded 
veterans Old Farms Convalescent Hospital, 
Avon, Connecticut, formed organization 
known the Blinded Veterans Association. 
The primary purpose this association 
see that the valuable training given the 
government war-blinded men hospital 
made bear fruit the lives these men 
they return the civilian scene, instead 
being lost the shuffle readjustment 
normal living. Within very short time after 
veterans began receiving their disability dis- 
charge, letters began pour into Old Farms 
asking for help the business getting 
placed jobs, etc. The difficulties which these 
men encountered were not the fault the 
Veterans Administration, nor the various 
placement agencies operated veterans’, 
other organizations. was, general, the 
fault the sighted public and its misconcep- 
tion assuming that man blinded the 
war and receiving pension from $200 
$300 per month would content just sit 
back and nothing. 

The only answer the situation seemed 
cerned specifically with the mutual welfare 
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blinded veterans after their discharge from 
military service. The Blinded Veterans As- 
sociation was the result. 

Aims the organization, addition the 
one stated the preceding paragraph are: 

handle any the problems the mem- 
bers and take care their general welfare. 

assist and co-operate with all other ex- 
isting agencies for the blind. 

assist with and expedite matters con- 
nected with Veterans Administration (insur- 
ance, pension, medication. Public Law 16, 
Public Law 309, etc.). 

assist and maintain the members em- 
ployment, the job which will make the in- 
dividual happy. 

conduct research new fields not yet 
touched with view broadening employ- 
ment the blind. 

obtain and distribute information 
state and Federal benefits. 

answer questions, deal with problems, 
and encourage suggestions members. 

distribute monthly quarterly paper 
designed maintain contact between mem- 
bers and disseminate information. 

establish the organization fraternal 
association, with annual meetings for social 
and business reasons; and supervise re- 
gional clubs which may formed. 

make available games, scientific devices, 
and equipment which will help the members. 

educate the public concerning blindness 
and blind people. 

all the organization’s power 
improve the conditions all blind people. 

Dues the organization are $5.00 per year, 
which insufficient provide adequate 
funds for the work. Donations Blinded 
Veterans Association Fund may made 
checks payable the Blinded Veterans As- 
sociation Fund the American Foundation 
for the Blind, Inc., West 16th St., New 
York 11, New York. 
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SPECIAL SUMMER SESSIONS, 1946 


HAMPTON INSTITUTE 


The eighth annual Summer School for 
Negro teachers the blind and the deaf will 
held Hampton Institute from June 
July 30. This training program co- 
operative project the American Foundation 
for the Blind and Hampton Institute, and 
under the direction Dr. Potts, assistant 
director the Foundation, and Professor 
William Cooper, dean Summer Study, 
Hampton. Additional instructors this year 
will be: Dr. Powrie Vaux Doctor, instructor 
English and History, Gallaudet College; 
Mrs. Alice Chatfield, head the Primary 
Department, Ohio State School for the Blind; 
and Miss Vivian Greene, itinerant teacher 
speech reading, Washington, The 
special courses offered this summer in- 
clude: Teaching Methods for the Blind the 
Elementary Grades; Kindergarten-Primary 
Curriculum and Methods for Blind Children; 
Special Techniques and Appliances used 
Teaching the Blind; Psychology Deafness; 
Auricular Training; The Teaching Read- 
ing Advanced Deaf Pupils; Speech Read- 
ing; and the Language Development Deaf 
Pupils. There have been some attractive op- 
portunities lately for trained Negro teachers, 
and recent inquiries indicate increased 
enrollment these courses. 


MICHIGAN STATE NORMAL 


Michigan State Normal College, Ypsilanti, 
Michigan, will offer during the Summer Ses- 
sion, June 17th July 26, 1946, several courses 
dealing with the education blind children. 
These courses will form part the summer 
program the Horace Rackham School 
Special Education. Dr. Berthold Lowen- 


feld, Director Educational Research the 
American Foundation for the Blind, will con- 
duct course the Education Blind Chil- 
dren. Other courses include Methods 
Teaching the Blind, Practice Teaching, Braille 
Workshop, etc. The facilities the Horace 
Rackham School Special Education of- 
fer unusual opportunity for professional 
training teachers exceptional children. 
Besides course offerings the special areas 
blind, deaf, partially sighted, speech defec- 
tive, crippled, and mentally retarded children, 
the summer session catalogue includes also 
considerable number general courses the 
field the exceptional such Mental Hy- 
giene, Clinical Study Exceptional Children, 
Advanced Course Psychology Special 
Education, Measurement and Diagnosis 
Special Education, etc. For information write 
Dr. Francis Lord, Director Special 
Education, Michigan State Normal College, 
Ypsilanti, Michigan. 


UNIVERSITY WASHINGTON 


The College Education the University 
Washington, cooperation with the Amer- 
ican Foundation for the Blind, will again 
include its Summer Session program 
training curriculum for teachers the blind. 
The following courses will offered, begin- 
ning Monday, July 29th, and ending August 
23rd: 

Methods Teaching the Blind quarter 

credits) 


Problems Blindness quarter credits) 
Fundamentals Braille quarter credits) 


Dr. Berthold Lowenfeld, Director Educa- 
tional Research the American Foundation 
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for the Blind, will the visiting Faculty 
teach the first two courses. 


addition this special program, wide 
variety courses from the general program 
the Summer Session may taken elec- 
tives. Information may obtained either 
from Dr. Francis Powers, Dean the College 
Education, University Washington, 
Seattle Washington, from Dr. Berthold 
Lowenfeld, American Foundation for the 
Blind, West 16th Street, New York 11, 


UNIVERSITY WISCONSIN 


The Committee Child Development 
the University Wisconsin, co-operation 
with the American Foundation for the Blind, 
has extended its offerings for next summer 
adding Seminar Advanced Problems 
the Education the Blind, conducted 
Dr. Potts, assistant director the 
Foundation. Other special courses 
clude: The Exceptional Child; Methods and 
Materials the Education the Blind the 
Elementary Grades; Braille Reading and 
Writing; and The Education the Partially- 
Seeing Child. Miss Olive Peck, supervisor 
Braille and Sight-Saving Classes, Cleve- 
land, Ohio, will work with Dr. Potts this 
program. The courses are offered the 
graduate level, but all except the Seminar 
are open qualified undergraduates. Regis- 
tration June and 22, and the eight- 
week session extends from June August 
16. Preliminary arrangements should made 
soon possible because greatly increased 
enrollment seriously taxing lodging facili- 
ties. Communications regard courses 
should addressed Dr. Potts; those re- 
gard lodging, the Director Residence 
Halls, Chadbourne Hall, Madison and 
those regard other matters Professor 
Kai Jensen, Chairman, Committee Child 
Development, University Wisconsin, Madi- 
son Wisconsin. 
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RADIO INSTITUTE NOW GOING 
CONCERN 


June, 1945, Outlook for the Blind pub- 
lished article written Harold Roll and 
Leo Hume telling the establishment the 
Radio Engineering Institute Omaha, 
braska, for the purpose offering blind 
students year’s training the study radio 
servicing. Harry Hines, supervisor the 
Institute, reports that the school, which has 
been session for some time now, has stu- 
dents enrolled from nine different states; and 
that inquiries concerning the course have been 
received from almost every state the Union, 
well from Canada, England, and Cuba. 
Mr. Hines states also that rehabilitation per- 
sonnel from different parts the country 
have shown considerable interest the school, 
and some have visited the Institute look 
over the training that being given there. 

The Sunday World-Herald Magazine, pub- 
lished Omaha, carried feature story 
the Institute recently, and among the more 
interesting information contained was the 
announcement that already one blinded vete- 
ran World War enrolled there. 

The school now has accommodation for 
students. 


BRAILLE POETS’ GUILD 


Merrill Maynard, Taunton, Massachu- 
setts, poet, and author America Mine and 
Other Selections, has just announced the for- 
mation the Braille Poets’ Guild. The 
gram this association, which composed 
men and women who also 
enjoy writing poetry, embraces the exchange 
original poems, braille; the distribution 
standard rules governing formal poetry; 
cash contests among members; and stimula- 
tion the free publication poetry written 
members the Guild. Anyone interested 
joining the Braille Poets’ Guild invited 
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write Mr. Maynard, whose address 


P.O. Box 245, Taunton, Massachusetts. 
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NATIONAL INDUSTRIES FOR THE BLIND 


meeting the Committee Pur- 
chases Blind-made Products Washing- 
ton, C., held January 1946, the fol- 
lowing resolution was adopted: 


“When any violation the regulations 
noted, that the workshops involved will 
notified and given opportunity submit 
statement facts and evidence that their 
operations are accord with the regulations. 
statement signed the manager the 
workshop, attested officer the organi- 
zation controlling it, shall considered 
satisfactory evidence the case privately 
controlled agencies, statement signed 
official the controlling department 
State municipal agencies the case 
those under governmental control. 

“In appropriate cases oral testimony may 
also taken, particularly where the work- 
shop involved requests hearing. The proce- 


FOR THE BLIND 
and 
Tue 
West Sixteenth Street, 
New York 11, New York 


Porrs, 


Associate Editors 


Circulation Manager 


SUBSCRIPTION PRICE $2.00 PER ANNUM 
BRAILLE EDITION $1.00 PER ANNUM 


dure for such hearing will determined 
the Committee whole. Unless case as- 
sumes serious proportions determination 
that violation the regulations has has 
not occurred may ordinarily made the 
secretary the Committee with the concur- 
rence the chairman. 

“In the event violation the regulations 
the secretary the Committee shall notify 
the National Industries for the Blind dis- 
continue any allocation orders the work- 
shops involved until such time may have 
submitted the Committee evidence that its 
operation accordance with the regula- 
tions.” 


Several the mills and textile concerns 
have advised National Industries for the Blind 
that when rated orders are sent them, 
the utmost importance that the following 
procedure used: 


The notice the rating the purchase 
order from the government should tran- 
scribed word for word purchase order 
the mill. 

The name the ordering department, 
such Army, Navy, etc., should stated. 

official certification used, the 
exact same should used purchase orders. 


The same manufacturer who supplies 
with Christmas cards, has his regular every- 
day line ready for distribution. The All- 
occasion boxed assortment contains sixteen 
cards and they have quoted NIB special price 
.45¢. National Industries for the Blind will 
glad send descriptive literature with 
prices for the other types boxed cards 
any workshops which are interested. 
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The Wichita School and Shop for the 
Blind, Kansas, conducted campaign 
market the lb. government brooms which 
they have been making the public. (1) 
Postal card announcements were sent 
1380 mill and elevator operators their ter- 
ritory. (2) radio campaign directed 
housewives was carried over local sta- 
tion. (3) local lumber company co-operated 
displaying brooms its sales rooms and 
taking orders for them. (4) Letters were sent, 
the Board Members, Lions and Manu- 
facturers club members. (5) salesman was 
put cover the wholesalers. 

This extra sales effort sold over $3,000 
worth brooms few weeks’ time. 
recommended that other workshops try some 
these sales promotion ideas their own 
territory. 


National Industries for the Blind has re- 
ceived reports from thirteen agencies showing 
that $88,000 worth merchandise was sold 
other workshops for the blind. 


will appreciated workshops which 
have not already done will take the time 
send the answers the following ques- 
tions: (1) Are you operating full-time 


basis? (2) Have you waiting list blind 


persons seeking employment the work- 
shop? 


National Industries for the Blind regrets 
state that some the workshops have not 
yet returned their affidavits and question- 
naires for the year 1945. impossible 
compile quotas and other statistical informa- 
tion until all these have been received. The 
co-operation the workshops will appre- 
ciated. 


also requests that workshops which 
have not sent copy their 1945 financial 
statements please their earliest con- 
venience. 


they have any excess material finished 
low-cases after completing present 
ment orders. From time time 
ceives orders for small amounts pillowcases 
which could allocated the workshops, 
which should indicate the amount, size, and 
type material hand. 


The new catalogue issued the 
Leather Company, Colchester, Connecticut, 
contains plastic belt (their number, 1615) 
and plastic suspenders (their number, 2650). 
These should good sellers, and 
recommends them, particularly those or- 
ganizations operating retail sales division. 
They are high-priced items, but they have 
nite sales appeal. Workshops which have not 
received the catalogue may obtain one 
writing the Leather Company. 


quests for self-threading needles and 
checking with importers, found that will 
probably least year before they are 
available. suggested that workers who 
hand sewing trained thread ordinary 
needle with machine-needle threader. 


Schill, who has been sales manager 
National Industries for the Blind for the 
past six years, resigned February 15, 1946, 
establish his own business. 

Managing Director 


JOHN BLEDSOE DIES 


goes press, Outlook for the Blind 
learns with great regret the death 
March 12, John Bledsoe, who was for 
many years superintendent the Maryland 
School for the Blind and lifelong laborer 
the field work for the blind. 


notice concerning the late Mr. Bledsoe will 


appear the next issue the Outlook. 
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NOTES FROM THE FOUNDATION LIBRARY 


The items mentioned this page may borrowed without charge from the Reference 
Lending Library the American Foundation for the Blind 


“No More Tin Cups for the Blind,” 
Dorice Mirick Myers, found Survey 
Midmonthly for January, 1946. “Through the 
program developed the Vocational Re- 
habilitation Service the Federal Security 
Agency and the Washington Society for the 
Blind, blind men and women are managing 
refreshment vending 
stands Federal and commercial buildings 
throughout the District Columbia.” 


“That Word ‘Blind’” Captain Robert 
Steptoe, found the Saturday Evening 
Post for December 22, 1945. This ac- 
count how soldier who gave his sight for 
his country feels toward that other world 
people who can see. The author feels that 
several books written for the blind are 
rejected soldiers because they make too 
much pain and depression. 


Lovely Tune His Head,” Flora 
Rheta Schreiber, appears Collier’s Maga- 
zine for December 22, 1945. This the story 
Jimmy Osborn, the blind English boy who 
won the interest the American Ninth Air 
Force and was enabled come America 
educated and develop his talent for 
playing the piano. 


Guide for Parents Preschool Blind 
Child, Gertrude Van den Broek, has been 
issued the New York State Commission 
for the Blind. The table contents includes: 
Judging the Child’s Situation; The Child’s 
Physical Development and Needs; The 
Child’s Emotional and Social Development; 


The Child’s Mental Development and Needs; 
The Child’s Spiritual Life; What Expect 
Your Child. 


Study Dealing With Problems Blind 
Representative Colleges and Universities,” 
conducted Dr. Herbert Stroup 
Brooklyn College, has been printed mimeo- 
graphed form the College. questionnaire 
covering essential areas college practice 
with blind students was sent selected 
number American colleges and the an- 
swers this questionnaire have been ana- 
lyzed and tabulated. 


The “Proceedings the Tenth Convention 
the Eastern Conference Home Teach- 
ers,” Boston September, 1944, are now 
available. The recorded registration included 
100 delegates from eleven states and the Dis- 
trict Columbia, although the attendance 
was much larger, owing the presence 
visitors and assisting committee members. 


“Employment for the Handicapped,” 
Ross Holman appeared the American 
Mercury for December, 1945. 
changed the social thinking the question 
employment for the handicapped. Many 
employers have learned that the man with 
impaired limbs, for example, can still effi- 
cient office work, inspect cartridge cases, 
serve President the United States. Special 
mention made the blind workers 
Lockheed Aircraft Corporation. 
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BULLETIN BOARD 


The Associated Blind, Associated Blind 
announces that its eighth annual celebration will 
held Sunday, May the Hotel Diplomat, 
New York City. The celebration will start p.m., 
and will include show stars stage and 
radio. There will also dinner and dancing. 
Tickets are available the headquarters The 
Associated Blind, Inc., 254 West Street, New 
York 19, New York. 


Kentucky School for the Blind—The following 
members have been added the staff the Ken- 
tucky School: Miss Jane Frances Smith, R.N., 
Louisville, who has been appointed school nurse 
and will organize generalized health program for 
the students and set suitable hospital facilities 
the small boys’ cottage; Joseph Kempf, who will 
work with the boys physical education. During 
the month January, Lieutenant Richard 
Hoover, director the rehabilitation program for 
blinded soldiers Valley Forge General Hospital, 
was assigned Louisville the Surgeon General 
the Army lecture and demonstrate the stu- 
dents and teachers the training program insti- 
tuted Valley the month Feb- 
ruary the entire student body, faculty, and staff re- 
ceived X-ray examinations for tuberculosis. This 
program was carried out co-operation with the 
Louisville Tuberculosis Association, through whose 
courtesy portable X-ray unit was set the 
School the month February, 
visitors the Kentucky School included Xenophon 
Smith, director the Division Books for the 
Adult Blind, Library Congress, Washington, D.C., 
and John Reed, chief, Services for the Blind, De- 
partment Education, Frankfort, Kentucky. 


Minneapolis Society for the Blind—The Society 
reports the death, February 22, William 
Holbrook, pioneer work for the blind Minne- 
sota, the age 79. Mr. Holbrook helped 
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organize the Minneapolis Society for the Blind, 
served business manager for many years. 
also active working for legislation for the 
the annual meeting the Society, was 
cially announced that new building had 
purchased, and that the workshop, and the 
tion and social center should their new 
May This new building provides about 
times the space the present 
who has served for more than two years 
member the Society has now been appointed 
the Service Department. 


The Toledo Society for the Blind—Miss 
Baugh has been appointed act home teacher 
the Toledo Society, taking the place Miss 
derfer, who has been obliged take 
leave absence due illness. 


CHANGES DIRECTORY 
ACTIVITIES FOR THE BLIND 


Page 42. Kentucky School for the 
White and Colored Departments; Paul 
Langan, superintendent, succeeding 
Catherine Moriarty. 


Page 43. Lighthouse for the Blind 
gast; his official title not yet available. 


Page 68. The Brooklyn Association for 
proving the Condition the Poor; 
Molineaux has resigned executive 


tary. 


Page 95. San Antonio Association for 
Blind; John, general manager. 
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